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SUB VATICAN INTEREST IN BURUNDI 

REFERENCE STATE 132550; DAR ES SALAAM 2296; ROME 6277 

1. WE INFORMED VATICAN DESK OFFICER FOR BURUNDI JULY 1 1 OF 
DEPARTMENT S VIEW THAT GOWAN AND NYERERE BEST TWO AFRICAN LEADERS 
FOR VATICAN TO APPROACH, AND OF OUR SUBSTANTIATING REASONS. DESK 
OFFICER MOST APPRECIATIVE OF OUR ENCOURAGEMENT WHICH COINCIDES 
WITH HIS OWN FORCEFUL IDEAS. HE ASSURED US THAT HE WOULD MAKE 
STRONG APPEAL TO ARCHBISHOP CASAROLI TO HAVE HOLY SEE 
REPRESENTATIVES IN LAGOS AND DAR ES SALAAM DISCUSS DECISION 
BURUNDI SITUATION WITH GOWAN AND NYERERE. SOURCE FEELS HOLY SEE 
SHOULD STRESS THAT BRUNDI PROBLEM OF CONCERN TO ALL AFRICANS 
AND THAT THERE PRESSING NEED FOR ACTIVE OAU INVOLVEMENT, 

INCLUDING POSSIBILITY OF SETTIING UP OBSERVER MISSION WITHIN 
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2. SOURCE SAID THAT BASED ON ITS EXPERIENCE LAST YEAR 

HE NOT SANGUINE THAT VATICAN INTERVENTION WOULD HAVE MUCH EFFECT. 

WE POINTED OUT THAT BURUNDI PROBLEM HAS NOW SEEMINGLY BECOME 
ENDEMIC AND ONE COULD MAKE MUCH BETTER CASE FOR AFRICANS TAKING STRONG 

COLLECTIVE ACTION THAN WAS CASE LAST YEAR. HE AGREED AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT HIS SUPERIORS WOULD AGREE TO MAKING THESE FORCEFUL 
POINTS TO GOWAN AND NYERERE. 

3. APOSTOLIC DELEGATE DESIGNATE TO WASHINGTON, ARCHBISHOP 
JADO, TOLD US THAT HE HAD RECENTLY DISCUSSED BURUNDI SITUATION 
WITH CAMERUMIAN PRESIDENT AHIDJO WHO EXPRESSED DESIRE TO REMAIN 
UNINVOLVED. 

4. VATICAN SEMI-OFFICIAL DAILY "OSSERVATORE ROMANO" JULY 10 
PUBLISHED FULL TEXT OF "APPEAL OF BISHOP OF BURUNDI TO CHRISTIANS 
TO ALL THE WORLD." INTER ALIA, VAGUE TEXT CASTIGATES FOREIGN 
PRESS AND SPECULATIVE FOREIGN CAPITAL FOR CAUSING MUCH OF 
BURUNDI'S DIFFICULTIES. OUR SOURCE AGREED THAT BISHOPS 
ANALYSIS FAR FROM MARK. VOLPE 
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